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Common Name- Red panda 

Scientific Name- Ailurus fulgens 

Geographic habitat- Sikkim, West Bengal, Meghalaya and Arunachal Pradesh 

Height- 30cm 

Length- 50 to 60 cm 

Weight Male- 4.5-6.2kg, Female: 3.7-4.5kg 

Population- Around 2500 

Status Endangered 

The red panda is a small arboreal mammal found in the forests of India, Nepal, Bhutan 

and the northern mountains of Myanmar and southern China. It thrives best at 

2,200-4,800m, in mixed deciduous and conifer forests with dense under stories of 

bamboo.  

In India, it is found in Sikkim, western Arunachal Pradesh, Darjeeling district of West 

Bengal and parts of Meghalaya. It is also the state animal of Sikkim. Listed as 

Endangered in the IUCN red list of Threatened Species and under Schedule I of the 

Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, the red panda has the highest legal protection at 



par with other threatened species. WWF-India has been working since 2005 in the 

eastern Himalayan region for the conservation of this species.  

Red Pandas: Important Facts And Figures 

The red panda is recognized as an endangered species by the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN), with an estimated population of less than 10,000 

mature red pandas in the wild.  
 

Distribution of subspecies 

Distribution of the red panda is disjointed, with two extant subspecies: 

•Western red panda A. f. fulgens (Cuvier, 1825) lives in the western part of its range, in 

Nepal,Assam,Sikkim, andBhutan. 

•Styan's red pandaA. f. styani lives in the east-north-eastern part of its range, in southern 

China and northern Burma.[20] 

A. f. styani has been described by Thomas in 1902 based on one skull from a specimen 

collected in Sichuan.Pocock distinguished A. f. styani from A. f. fulgens by its longer 

winter coat and greater blackness of the pelage, bigger skull, more strongly curved 

forehead, and more robust teeth. His description is based on skulls and skins collected in 

Sichuan, Myitkyina close to the border of Yunnan, and Upper Burma. 

Styan's red panda is supposedly larger and darker in color than the Western member of 

the species, but with considerable variation in both subspecies, and some individuals 

may be brown or yellowish brown rather than red. 

Behavior 

The red panda is territorial; it is solitary except during mating season. The species is 

generally quiet except for some twittering, tweeting, and whistling communication 

sounds. It has been reported to be both nocturnal and crepuscular, sleeping on tree 

branches or in tree hollows during the day and increasing its activity in the late 

afternoon and early evening hours. It sleeps stretched out on a branch with legs dangling 

when it is hot, and curled up with its tail over the face when it is cold.This animal is very 

heat-sensitive, with an optimal "well-being" temperature between 17 and 25 °C. 

 

Diet 

Eat mostly bamboo, and may eat small mammals, birds, eggs, flowers, and berries. In 

captivity, they were observed to eat birds, flowers, maple and mulberry leaves, and bark 

and fruits of maple, beech, and mulberry 
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Reproduction 

Red pandas are able to reproduce at around 18 months of age, and are fully mature at 

two to three years. Adults rarely interact in the wild except to mate. Both sexes may 

mate with more than one partner during the mating season from mid-January to early 

March. 

Conservation 

The red panda is listed in CITES Appendix I.The species has been classified as 

endangered in the IUCN Red List since 2008 because the global population is estimated 

at about 10,000 individuals, with a decreasing population trend; only about half of the 

total area of potential habitat of 142,000 km2 (55,000 sq mi) is actually being used by 

the species. Due to their shy and secretive nature, and their largely nocturnal habits, 

observation of red pandas is difficult. Therefore, population figures in the wild are 

determined by population density estimates and not direct counts. 

 

Worldwide population estimates range from fewer than 2,500to between 16,000 and 

20,000 individuals. In 1999, the total population in China was estimated at between 

3,000 and 7,000 individuals.In 2001, the wild population in India was estimated at 

between 5,000 and 6,000 individuals.Estimates for Nepal indicate only a few hundred 

individuals. 

 

The red panda is protected in all range countries, and hunting is illegal.  

China has 35 protected areas, covering about 42.4% of red panda habitat. 

India has 20 protected areas with known or possible red panda populations in Sikkim, 

Arunachal Pradesh, and West Bengal such as Khangchendzonga, Namdapha and 

Singalila National Parks, and a coordinated conservation policy for the red panda. 

In Nepal, known populations occur in Langtang, Sagarmatha, Makalu Barun and Rara 

National Parks, Annapurna Conservation Area, Kanchenjunga Conservation Area, and 

Dhorpatan Hunting Reserve. 

Bhutan has five protected areas that support red panda populations. 

Burma has 26 protected areas, of which at least one hosts red panda populations. 

 

The red panda was recognized as the state animal of Sikkim in the early 1990s, and was 

the mascot of the Darjeeling Tea Festival. 

 

Did you know? 

The Red Panda discovered in 1825 nearly 50 years before the Giant Panda  

The red panda has an extra thumb for feeding and climbing 

Red Panda use their bushy tails as blankets to keep themselves warm. 
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